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This Quick Reference Guide for Clinicians contains highlights from the Clinical Practice Guideline version of Treatment of Pressure Ulcers, which was developed by a private-sector panel of health care providers and a consumer. Selected aspects of pressure ulcer assessment and treatment are presented. Topics covered include assessment of the patient and pressure ulcer(s), tissue load management, ulcer care, management of bacterial colonization and infection, operative repair of the pressure ulcer, and education and quality improvement. Algorithms are included to show the sequence of events related to the overall care of the individual with a pressure ulcer, nutritional assessment and support, management of tissue loads, ulcer care, and management of bacterial colonization and infection. Tables and forms are included as aids for selecting irrigation devices, cleansing solutions, support surfaces, and assessing the pressure ulcer and the patient's nutritional status.